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1. Foreword by Sir Peter Blake
to the book “Luna Rossa” - 30th America’s Cup (2000)

The America’s Cup is an elusive trophy, and has rarely changed hands in the last 150 years.

This is not a sport for the faint hearted. It is not a quest to take lightly or on a whim. It is a fight 
between sailors from yacht clubs all over the world that desperately want the same thing: 
get their hands on the Cup.

The prestige for the winner has more value than any other sporting achievement. It’s winning 
the invincible and doing the impossible that attracts sailors, dreamers and millionaires, but 
the victory is not easy, and most of the time it doesn’t ever happen. The only way to win is 
to continuously participate, continuously return time and time again with the conviction that 
you can do it. Hesitating after the first attempt is not part of the rules of the game. You need 
extraordinary people with ferocious motivation, lots of experience and attention to details 
and unconditional dedication. The game is uncertain; for all you can dedicate, for all that you 
can motivate, and for all that you are willing to spend the victory is never guaranteed.

For some it becomes a kind of drug.

It is a game that you can come to deeply hate, to then discover that you can’t live without it 
at least not until you win.

Then therès the metamorphous (at least that is what happened to me). I was part of a crew 
that succeeded in winning the America’s Cup at least once and successfully defending it. I 
was finally free of the tightness in my mouth and in my stomach. I am paid. I am cured. I go 
to sleep at night and dream other dreams. New passions are being born inside of me. Just 
so that it is clear, competing for the America’s Cup is a game of passion, of dreams when in 
every waking moment (and while you are asleep) you have only one unique thought and that 
is winning but the victory is uncertain until you have it in your hands.

The delusion and the disappointment hurts even when the others are suffering, imagine 
trying it out on your own hide.

You keep asking yourself “how”? and “why”? For weeks until you find the determination to 
try again, to not repeat the same mistakes, to do it better than before, to be better that the 
rest of the world, to be the best and then the anxiety becomes dreams and passions all over 
again. The thought of winning never ever abandons you but it is better to leave it on the side 
and concentrate on a new objective: to be the best in every phase of the new challenge.
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Nothing is left alone, not even the smallest detail. But this doesn’t happen just because you 
want it to. You need a team of exceptional people who share the same dream and the same 
passion and are not scared even when the odds are against them.

It’s the difficulty of the challenge that puts the adrenalin in your veins that may have been 
weakened by the previous defeat.

The America’s Cup is what it is because it is so difficult to win.

It is not a game for armchair admirals.

It is not a game for the person who is not prepared to come back.

It is not a game for the faint hearted.

It is a game for those who are not scared of pitting themselves against the best that the 
world has to offer.

It’s a game where winning is almost impossible, almost, but not impossible.

And this is why it is worth fighting for. It is the difficulty that gives any challenge some sense.

This is the essence of life itself.

To all the people in team Prada who are telling their story in this book, I would like to say, I 
admire your sportsmanship, your tenacity and your enthusiasm for life. You have given all 
of us a really positive image of your country and your countrymen will be very proud of you.

This time you didn’t win but you certainly didn’t lose. You only lose when you don’t have the 
courage to return. Not winning is part of the learning process which leads you to success.

For the challenge in 2003 I wish you good luck. Because it is also a question of luck.

It won’t be easy. 

The best things never are.

Peter Blake
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2. America's Cup History

The America's Cup is the oldest trophy in the history of sports and the most important world 
sailing event. 

The first edition dates back to 1851, when "America", the schooner of a pool of members of 
the New York Yacht Club inspired by Commodore John Cox Stevens, crossed the Atlantic to 
challenge the English yachts. On August 22nd, "America" sailed in a regatta around the Isle 
of Wight, organized as part of the First Universal Exposition, winning over 14 English vessels. 
"Your Majesty, there is no second," was the historic response of the signalling officer to 
Queen Victoria, present that day at the site of the regatta. The "100 Guineas Cup", as the 
contested trophy was referred to, followed the winners to the United States, where it was 
promptly renamed "America's Cup". It remained on its pedestal in the New York Yacht Club 
for over a century, resisting repeated attempts by numerous challengers. 

In September 1983, after 132 years, the Cup left the United States for Perth, Australia, 
ending the longest winning period in the history of sports.

From Stevens' victory until today, 27 skippers have won the America's Cup. The fascination 
of this challenge has attracted high profile personalities over the years. Between 1899 and 
1930, Sir Thomas Lipton made five consecutive attempts to bring the Cup to Ireland and, in 
the following decades, other famous names such as Sopwith, Vanderbilt, Bich, Turner, Bond, 
to name a few, contributed to building the myth.

In 2003, Ernesto Bertarelli's Alinghi, of the Société Nautique de Genève, brings the America's 
Cup back to Europe after 152 years, winning over defender Emirates Team New Zealand.

In the 2007 edition, the same two teams are in the finals again, their roles reversed; Alinghi 
will win the 32nd America's Cup.

The 33rd edition of the America's Cup was characterised by a long stream of legal actions 
opposing Larry Ellison's BMW Oracle Racing - finally recognised as the only Challenger by 
the New York's Supreme Court - to team Alinghi.

Eventually the Match took place in February 2010, in Valencia, featuring two giant 90 feet 
multi hulls: the trimaran BMW Oracle Racing, with its revolutionary mast and wing sail, and 
the catamaran Alinghi 5. The victory went to BMW Oracle Racing (2-0), who was the Defender 
of the 34th America's Cup. 28 members of the BMW Oracle Racing team, including the 
helmsman James Spithill, were former members of the Luna Rossa team in 2007. 
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The 34th America’s Cup was held in San Francisco, in the summer of 2013 and, with the 
introduction of the revolutionary AC72 wing sail catamarans with rigid wing, marked a turning 
point in the history of the event. The challengers were three: Luna Rossa, Emirates Team new 
Zealand and Artemis Racing.

During the final match of the America’s Cup, Oracle Team USA, trailing 1 to 8, was the 
protagonist of an amazing comeback against Emirates Team New Zealand, and won the 
America’s Cup for 9 to 8.

Oracle Team USA is now the Defender of the 35th America’s Cup.

The 35th edition of the America’s Cup will be held in 2017 in Bermuda with the AC62 a new 
class of full foiling catamarans about 19 meters long and with a 30-meters wing sail. There 
will be five challengers: Artemis Racing (SWE), Ben Ainslie Racing (UK), Emirates Team New 
Zealand (NZ), Luna Rossa (ITA) and Team France (FRA).
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3. Luna Rossa History

The first Challenge (30th America's Cup - Auckland - New Zealand - 2000)
3 February 1997, Milan, Italy 
The idea. 
One evening, in an office near the Duomo of Milan, Patrizio Bertelli and Argentinian yacht 
designer German Frers are discussing the construction of a cruising boat. Suddenly German 
Frers asks Bertelli. "Why don't we do the America's Cup?" ... "Let's do the America's Cup!" 
In 15 days, from scratch, the core of the challenge - which will remain in the memory of 
Italians and of fans all over the world - is set: the Luna Rossa team is born. 
In just a few months the team is complete and ready to begin training. 
An outline of the future is made: two and a half years of waking up at six, training in the 
gymnasium, at sea, in the gym again, three trips to the other side of the world, one and a half 
years of New Zealand sea and sky, the excitement of launching the two Luna Rossa boats, 
slender, sleek and shining, nicknamed by the New Zealanders the "Silver Bullet".

6 February 2000, Auckland, New Zealand 
The Luna Rossa team writes a page in history by defeating 10 opponents, with a record of 
38 wins over 49 races. 
The last is U.S.’s Paul Cayard with his green and grey boat; it takes all the rule's 9 races to 
win the Louis Vuitton Cup series and gain the right to challenge Team New Zealand. 
It is the first time that an Italian skipper races the America's Cup final Match, and the first 
time there is no American yacht in the Cup's finals.

5 May 1999, Punta Ala
Launch of Luna Rossa ITA 45; Miuccia Prada is godmother of the launch.

5 June 1999, Punta Ala
Launch of Luna Rossa ITA 48; Miuccia Prada is godmother of the launch.

2 March 2000, Auckland, New Zealand 
A hard defeat for Luna Rossa’s crew who did not manage to outsail NZL 60, faster and more 
innovative in some unprecedented technical details.
2,000 boats, 70,000 fans at the harbour: Auckland is crazy with joy
After the United States, New Zealand also successfully defends the Cup.

The 2003 Challenge (31st America's Cup - Auckland - New Zealand)
January 2001, Auckland, New Zealand 
Three boats on the water: two Luna Rossa and Young America. Three months of time to 
regain confidence with the Hauraki Gulf. At the end of the (Austral) Summer, it's back to Italy 
to continue the long process of training and improvement at sea and ashore.

August 2001, Cowes, England
The team leaves for Cowes, England, to race in the America's Cup Jubilee and celebrate the 
first 150 years of history of the America’s Cup.
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20 May 2002, Punta Ala
Launch of Luna Rossa ITA 74; Miuccia Prada is godmother of the launch.

28 August 2002, Auckland
Launch of Luna Rossa ITA 80; Miuccia Prada is godmother of the launch.
Just over one month left to get acquainted and fine-tune the two new Luna Rossa - ITA 74 
and ITA 80 - before the start of the Challengers' selection series.

September 2002, Auckland, New Zealand
The first Round Robin begins on October 1st. The team closes with four wins and four 
defeats. Dissatisfied with this result, it decides to perform substantial modifications on the 
hull and appendages. A new bow is designed, built and installed in record time on ITA 74. 
Also a new keel, already planned in the development program, is installed on the boat. 
In the second Round Robin, ITA 74 wins seven of the eight races and qualifies for the quarter 
finals. 
Luna Rossa modifies the bow on ITA 74 again, optimizes its mast and appendages and 
resumes racing with a virtually new yacht. 
In the following phase, Luna Rossa ITA 74 wins all four regattas and qualifies to race the 
semi-finals against One World, who will win the match.

The 2007 Challenge (32nd America's Cup - Valencia - Spain)
19 August 2004 
The challenge is launched through the Yacht Club Italiano, the oldest sailing club in the 
Mediterranean, established in 1879 in Genoa, Italy. 
The two partners in Luna Rossa Challenge 2007 are the Prada Group and the Telecom Italia 
Group. 
In February 2004, the Luna Rossa team is the first to set up its base in Valencia, where it 
starts training in May with ITA 74 and ITA 80. 
While the original historic core of the team remains, new top level talents are included in all 
departments. Innovative technology is also introduced. 
The team Luna Rossa Challenge 2007 (sailing team, design team, shore team, weather team, 
performance team, boat builders, sail loft, logistics, administration and management) now 
includes about 110 people from 18 different countries.

October 2004 - April 2007
The Luna Rossa team races in the Louis Vuitton Acts introduced by the defender as part of 
the new challengers' selection format. 
The Acts are held in different European cities: Valencia, Marseille, Malmö and Trapani.

22 March 2006, Valencia
Launch of Luna Rossa ITA 86; Miuccia Prada is godmother of the launch.
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18 January 2007, Valencia
Launch of Luna Rossa ITA 94; Miuccia Prada is godmother of the launch.

9 May 2007
Luna Rossa is third at the end of the Round Robins and qualifies for the semi-finals of the 
Louis Vuitton Cup. 

20 May 2007
Luna Rossa qualifies for the Finals of the Louis Vuitton Cup with a 5-1 win over BMW Oracle 
Racing. In the finals, Luna Rossa races against Emirates Team New Zealand, winner over 
Spain’s Desafio Español 2007.

6 June 2007
After five tight races, in unfavourable wind conditions, Luna Rossa loses to Emirates Team 
New Zealand who wins the Louis Vuitton Cup and gains the right to challenge defender 
Alinghi.

2008 - 2009
December, 2008
A new Luna Rossa STP65 yacht is launched in Valencia. She will participate in the 2009 
international racing season with a new team of sailors.

January, 2009
Team Luna Rossa participates in the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series (Auckland, New Zealand, 
January 30 / February 14). 

April, 2009
The STP65 Luna Rossa is 1st overall at "Palmavela" (Palma de Mallorca) in the mini maxi 
class.

August, 2009
The STP65 Luna Rossa finishes 2nd overall in the Fastnet Race winning the Arambalza Cup 
and the Kees van Dam Memorial Trophy.

October, 2009
The STP65 Luna Rossa wins the Rolex Middle Sea Race in the ORC class.

2010
Team Luna Rossa participates in the Audi Med Cup TP52' circuit and in the Louis Vuitton 
Trophy of La Maddalena (Sardinia - Italy).

2011
March - December
Team Luna Rossa participates in the Extreme Sailing Series, a 9 events professional racing 
circuit for Extreme 40 class catamarans.
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18 October 
Team Luna Rossa challenges for the 34th America's Cup through the Circolo della Vela 
Sicilia of Palermo. 

11 December
Singapore. Team Luna Rossa, with Max Sirena (skipper), Paul Campbell-James (helmsman), 
Alister Richardson (tactician) and Manuel Modena (trimmer), in a breath-taking final event, 
wins both the Singapore round and the 2011 Extreme Sailing Series, with a lead of 7 points 
over the second, defeating, amongst the others, teams of the calibre of Emirates Team New 
Zealand, Alinghi, Groupe Edmond de Rothschild, Artemis.

2012
January - March 
Auckland (New Zealand) - Luna Rossa reaches Auckland and starts preparing and racing 
with Emirates Team New Zealand on the wing-sailed AC45 and the SL33 catamarans with 
which they conducted the very first foiling tests.

4 April
The team is officially presented at the Circolo della Vela Sicilia in Palermo.

America’s Cup World Series 2011-2012
7 - 15 April
Naples - The two Luna Rossa catamarans sail for the first time in the AC45 regattas. 
Team Luna Rossa at its debut shows a competitive edge: Piranha wins the fleet races (and 
takes a 2nd place in the match races), and Swordfish closes in sixth place (4th in the match 
races).

12 - 20 May 
Venice - The racing week opens with the Trofeo Arzanà Città di Venezia (May 12-13), won 
by Luna Rossa Piranha, closely followed in second place by Luna Rossa Swordfish. In the 
America’s Cup World Series races the team finishes 2nd (LR Piranha) and 7th (LR Swordfish) 
in the match races, whereas LR Piranhacloses in 5th place and LR Swordfish in 6th place in 
the fleet races.

26 June - 1 July 
Newport, RI (USA) - Piranha reaches the match race semi-final (ranking 3rd) and then goes 
on to win the fleet race. Luna Rossa Swordfish closes in 5th place (fleet races) and 7th 
(match racing).

29 June
Newport, RI (USA) - Patrizio Bertelli is the first Italian ever to enter the America’s Cup Hall of 
Fame. 
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America’s Cup World Series 2012-2013
21 - 26 August
San Francisco (USA) - Strong winds and low temperatures prevail throughout the first event 
in the city of San Francisco. In the match race regattas the AC45 Luna Rossa catamarans, 
after qualifying for the quarter finals, do not move on to the next phase and place respectively 
sixth (LR Piranha) and seventh (LR Swordfish) in the match race ranking. In the fleet races 
Luna Rossa proves to be highly competitive: Piranha, at the top of the ranking already from 
day two, wins the final race and places second overall at only one point from the winner. 
Luna Rossa Swordfish wins fleet race three of the event and closes in fifth place overall.

4 - 7 October
San Francisco (USA) - Luna Rossa faces a tough week following the decision to have Iker 
Martinez (newly entered in the team) as helmsman on Luna Rossa Swordfish. Luna Rossa 
Piranha closes the fleet racing event in 9th place and Luna Rossa Swordfish in 11th place.

26 October 
Auckland, (New Zealand) - Launch of the wing-sail AC72 Luna Rossa catamaran, challenger 
for the 34th America’s Cup. Miuccia Prada is godmother of the launch.
The construction of the AC72 Luna Rossa catamaran involved 300 people and 52,000 
working hours: 12,000 to build the wing sail, 17,000 for the hull construction and 23,000 to 
build the platform and foils. 500 kg of titanium were used and about 2,000 metres of lines 
were used on board (halyards, sheets, etc.).

November - December 
Auckland (New Zealand) - A period of intense training and races against Emirates Team New 
Zealand begins in the Hauraki Gulf. 

2013
February
Auckland (New Zealand) - Chris Draper is announced as helmsman; Francesco “Checco” 
Bruni will be the tactician

America’s Cup World Series 2012-2013
13 - 21 April 
Naples - Luna Rossa “Piranha”, helmed by Chris Draper, closed the fleet race in second 
place. Luna Rossa Swordfish, with Francesco Bruni at his first sailing experience helming a 
catamaran, finishes first in the fleet race final and second in the match race final.

9 May 
San Francisco (USA) - Team Luna Rossa Challenge 2013 is shocked by the dramatic accident 
that caused the death of the Olympic medalist Andrew Simpson (Artemis Racing).
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17 May 
Alameda (USA) - Patrizio Bertelli, Team Principal of Luna Rossa Challenge 2013, meets 
the media at the Luna Rossa base in Alameda, in presence of the entire team, calling for 
improved safety regulations. 

18 May
San Francisco (USA) - The Luna Rossa AC72 sails for the first time on the San Francisco 
Bay.

29 June
San Francisco (USA) - The Regatta Director of the 34th America’s Cup issues 37 new safety 
recommendations.

2 July
San Francisco (USA) - Luna Rossa and Emirates Team New Zealand file a protest to the 
International Jury against two of the 37 measures introduced by the Regatta Director (new 
Class Rules issued without the unanimous agreement of the competing teams).

7 July
San Francisco (USA) - First race of the Louis Vuitton Cup Round Robin - Luna Rossa versus 
Emirates Team New Zealand. Luna Rossa decides not to race due to the pending protest 
presented to the International Jury.

11 July
San Francisco (USA) - The International Jury rules in favour of the protests brought by Luna 
Rossa Challenge and Emirates Team New Zealand. Luna Rossa races for the first time in a 
solo race against Artemis Racing.

1 August
San Francisco (USA) - Emirates Team New Zealand wins the Louis Vuitton Cup Round Robin 
and advances to the Louis Vuitton Cup Final (17-30 August). Luna Rossa prepares to face 
Artemis Racing in the Semi-finals of the Louis Vuitton Cup (6-15 August).

6 - 9 August
San Francisco (USA) - Luna Rossa defeats Swedish team Artemis Racing 4-0 and wins the 
Semi-finals of the Louis Vuitton Cup. For the third time in four America’s Cup campaigns 
Luna Rossa qualifies for the Louis Vuitton Cup Final.

23 August
San Francisco (USA) - Luna Rossa Piranha is officially declared Overall Champion of the 
2012 / 2013 season of the America’s Cup World Series, as well as winner of the Newport 
2012 Match Race event and winner of the San Francisco 2012 (August) Fleet Race event. 
The final results were reviewed by the International Jury following the protest introduced by 
the Regatta Director for illegal modifications to the AC45s (breach of Class Rules) by Oracle 
Team USA Spithill, Oracle Team USA Coutts and BAR, competitors in the America’s Cup 
World Series.
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25 August
San Francisco (USA) - Luna Rossa faces Emirates Team New Zealand in the 8th race of the 
Louis Vuitton Cup Finals (1-7). The New Zealanders score their 7thpoint and move to the 
America’s Cup Final Match against the Defender Oracle Team USA.

13 September
San Francisco (USA) - The trophies for the America’s Cup World Series 2012/2013 are 
officially awarded to Luna Rossa Piranha: Overall America’s Cup World Series winner of the 
season 2012/2013, winner of the Newport 2012 Match Race event and winner of the San 
Francisco 2012 (August) Fleet Race event.

7 - 21 September 
San Francisco (USA) - America’s Cup Final Match: Oracle Team USA versus Emirates Team 
New Zealand. The team to first score 9 points wins the America’s Cup. The American team 
is protagonist of one of the most historic comebacks in the history of sport and manages 
to turn the 8-1 disadvantage into an 8-9 victory. On 25 September, the date of the decisive 
match, Oracle Team USA beats Emirates Team New Zealand and wins the 34th America's 
Cup.

2014
January - March
Luna Rossa Challenge moves to Cagliari where the team will install its new base in view of 
the 35th America’s Cup, scheduled to take place in the Summer of 2017. In March the base 
is fully operative.

Luna Rossa Swordfish and Luna Rossa Piranha both on the water: the team resumes its 
training with two AC45 boats  After Luna Rossa Piranha, who has been sailing since July 
1st, today Luna Rossa Swordfish – the second AC45 with which the team is developing its 
design and training for the 35th America’s Cup – also started sailing again in Cagliari.

1 July
The AC45 Luna Rossa Piranha starts sailing again in Cagliari after the modification to the 
appendages (daggerboard and rudders) that allow the AC45 catamaran to fully foil. The 
Protocol of the 35th America’s Cup allowed the modification of any component of the AC45 
catamarans – used in past editions of the America’s Cup World Series – except for the shape 
of the hulls.

12 August
Luna Rossa officially launches its challenge to the 35th America’s Cup through the Circolo 
della Vela Sicilia.

August – December
Luna Rossa organizes three “Open Days”, opening its base in Cagliari to the public. For 
logistic and security reasons the team sets a maximum number of 1,000 participants per 
event. The online registration form for the event is fully booked within minutes.
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15 September 
Right after Luna Rossa Piranha, Luna Rossa Swordfish also starts sailing in Cagliari. The 
team resumes training with two flying AC45s.

September – December
The team trains in Cagliari ondi AC45 Luna Rossa Piranha and Luna Rossa Swordfish. The 
two catamarans are real test laboratories for components, systems, data collection and 
analysis, as well as the ideal platforms to train the crew in manoeuvers, boat handling and 
foiling tactics and techniques. 

2015
7 January
Following the Christmas break team Luna Rossa is back at work full-time at its base in 
Cagliari on the flying AC45s.

22 January
An official announcement is made that the city of Cagliari (Sardinia - Italy) will inaugurate 
the 2015 – 2016 America's Cup World Series, the regattas preliminary to the 35th America's 
Cup. The event will take place in the Gulf surrounding the island's capital from June 4 to 7, 
2015.

16 February
The AC72 Luna Rossa catamaran, disassembled during the previous weeks, is transported 
with three trucks from Cagliari to the National Museum of Science and Technology "Leonardo 
da Vinci" in Milan.  

23 March
The AC72 Luna Rossa, finalist of the Challenger Selection Series of the 34th America’s Cup 
(San Francisco 2013), is presented to the media in its new location: the Aero-Naval Pavillion 
of the National Museum of Science and Technology "Leonardo da Vinci" in Milan.

26 March
The proposal to change the Class Rule for the 35th America’s Cup and therefore the boat 
that was previously accepted by all challengers on June 5th 2014, is announced on the 
official web site of the America’s Cup. 

Team Luna Rossa Challenge is distinctly opposed to the proposal.  If the principle of unanimity 
of all challengers required to change the Class Rule were not to be respected  Luna Rossa 
will be obliged to withdraw from the 35th America’s Cup.

2 April

The result of the vote proposed by the Event Authority with the agreement of the Defender of 
the 35th America’s Cup has overturned, with a majority vote, the America’s Cup Class Rule 
for the boat with which this edition will be held; this happened notwithstanding the fact that 
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such rule had been previously adopted unanimously by the teams and was in force since 
June 2014. 

Following a careful evaluation of the serious implications of this unprecedented initiative, 
Team Luna Rossa confirms that it will withdraw from the 35th America’s Cup.

Team Luna Rossa indeed considers illegitimate the procedure adopted and founded on an 
evident abuse of process by surreptitious use of procedures to modify the Protocol in order 
to overturn the Class Rule, which instead requires the unanimity of the teams entered.

This is an attempt to introduce boats that are substantially monotypes and in total contrast 
with the ultra-centennial tradition of the America’s Cup, not to mention a two-month extension 
period to introduce further modifications to the rules, decided by the majority.

All of the above contributes to a lack of credibility and uncertain technical grounds for what 
should instead be the most sophisticated sailing competition in the world.

This radical change also implies a waste of important resources already invested based on 
the rules that were sanctioned in June last year. This means that the claim to reduce costs 
reveals itself as a pure pretext aimed to annihilate research and development achievements 
of some teams, and to favor instead preconceived technical and sporting positions by means 
of changing the most important element in the competition, the boat.

As a confirmation of this, it is important to underline the fact that Luna Rossa frequently 
advanced proposals aimed at containing costs that however would not have changed the 
nature of the boats, but these proposals have systematically been rejected by the Defender.

Team Luna Rossa has also taken into consideration the possibility to protest through the 
Arbitration Panel as foreseen by the Protocol; it has however noted that, ten months after 
signing the Protocol, the Defender is only now initiating the first formal procedures to 
compose this important body. This fact contributes to making the entire governance of the 
Event even less credible and reliable.

Team Luna Rossa regrets the repercussions that this difficult decision will have on the 
members of the Team - although it will honor all of its contractual obligations - and on 
the sailing event planned to take place in Cagliari next June and obviously understands 
the disappointment of the many fans who have supported Luna Rossa during the last four 
editions of the America’s Cup.

Patrizio Bertelli declared: "I want to thank the whole team for its hard work during this past 
year; regretfully this effort has been frustrated by this manoeuvre that is unprecedented 
in the history of the America’s Cup. However, in sports, as in life, one cannot always go 
for compromise, after compromise, after compromise; sometimes it is necessary to make 
decisions that are painful but must be clear cut, as only these can make everybody aware 
of the drifts of the system and therefore set the basis for the future: respect of legality and 
sportsmanship”.
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4. The team

Patrizio Bertelli, Team Principal of Luna Rossa Challenge, was born in 
Arezzo, Italy, in 1946, to a family of lawyers. He studies Engineering in 
Bologna, and in 1968 he establishes a small company producing belts 
and bags in Arezzo, which later serves as a basis for the development 
of his future business.

In 1977, he meets Miuccia Prada, whom he will later marry, and they 
sign an agreement for the production and marketing of leather goods 
under the “Prada” brand; this marks the beginning of an association 
whose success is expressed by the history of the PRADA Group.

Ever since the early years, Patrizio Bertelli's ability to foresee and anticipate social, lifestyle 
and market changes, and to seize consumers' aspirations, prompts him to review the 
brand's image on a totally new basis, without altering its DNA but rather by combining the 
brand's know-how, history and century-old heritage with an extremely innovative approach, 
that is implemented in all process phases. The working method is also revisited, by means 
of implementing tight control over the whole value chain, a business model later adopted 
throughout the industry.

Uncompromising quality - in all process steps - and innovation, in keeping with the brand's 
century-old heritage and with the artisan soul of its production, are the core values that 
always inspired Patrizio Bertelli and Miuccia Prada in their development.

In the 1980s and 1990s, Prada experiences a strong growth thanks to the introduction of 
new product categories - Prada Women's ready-to-wear in 1988 and Prada Men in 1993 - 
and the establishment of a new brand, Miu Miu, in 1993. In early 1997 the natural extension 
of the Prada collection, i.e. leisure time and sport products, is added, characterised by the 
now unmistakable "red stripe".

At the same time, Prada also embarks in an international expansion plan by opening directly 
operated stores in the most exclusive locations of the main world cities and of prestigious 
tourist resorts, until, as of January 31st, 2014, the Group reaches a total of 540 directly 
operated stores in 70 different countries worldwide.

4.1 Patrizio Bertelli - Team Principal
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Prada also grows by acquiring the luxury footwear brands Church’s and Car Shoe, and by 
adding new product categories: eyewear, fragrances and mobile phones - in 2007, in colla-
boration with LG Electronics, the brand launches the first touch-screen mobile phone ever.

In October 2000 he receives a Honoris Causa degree in Business Administration from the 
Università degli Studi di Firenze and in 2006, the US magazine Time includes Patrizio Bertelli 
and Miuccia Prada among the 100 most influential couples in the world.

Since June 24th, 2011, 20% of Prada SpA's shares are listed on the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange, with an initial valuation of the company equal to 9.3 billion Euros.

Patrizio Bertelli combines his business activity with cultural interests that he shares with his 
wife. Those interests prompted the establishment of the “Fondazione Prada”, that organi-
ses and supports contemporary art exhibitions and other cultural endeavours, mainly in the 
fields of cinema, philosophy and architecture, rewarded by unanimous international acclaim.

A passionate sailor, in 1997 he launches his first challenge to the America’s Cup (2000 edi-
tion) and wins the Louis Vuitton Cup. He challenges again for the 2003, 2007 and 2013 
editions, reaching the Louis Vuitton Cup final three times. He is one of the European perso-
nalities who left a very deep mark in the history of the America’s Cup.

An accomplished yachtsman, Patrizio Bertelli loves sailing and not just racing; he spends his 
summer holidays cruising on the “Ulisse”, the family yacht, and he is also passionate about 
vintage boats.

On June 29th 2012 he was inducted, first Italian ever, in the America’s Cup Hall of Fame.
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4.2 Team members

Management
Massimiliano Sirena
Team Director & Skipper

Born in 1973 in Rimini, Italy, Massimiliano “Max” Sirena won the 33rd America’s 
Cup with BMW Oracle Team as wing mast manager; he skippered the Luna Rossa 
Extreme 40, winner of the Extreme Sailing Series in 2011. He also raced with team 
Luna Rossa in the America’s Cup campaigns in 2000 when the team won the Louis 
Vuitton Cup, in 2003 and 2007 as mid-bowman. Max was skipper of team Luna 
Rossa for the 34th challenge to the America's Cup.

Marco Bertolotti
Administration Finance & Control Manager

From Milan, Italy, with a distinguished career in leading professional firms and in 
financial, services, commercial and industrial companies, he joined Luna Rossa in 
2001. This is his fourth America’s Cup campaign with the team. A sports enthusiast, 
Marco has actively practiced baseball, swimming, skiing and karate.

Marcelino Botin
Chief Design Team

Born in Santander (Spain) in 1962, Marcelino studied Yacht Design in Southampton, 
(United Kingdom) and then went on to establish the design firm Botin and Partners. 
He was the Principal Designer for Emirates Team New Zealand in the 2007 America’s 
Cup. In 2008, Botin and Partners designed their first Volvo 70 for Team Puma, 
finishing 2nd overall in the Volvo Ocean Race. Latest designs include several TP52s, 
IRC and Volvo 70 projects. This is his first America’s Cup with team Luna Rossa.

Francesco Longanesi Cattani
External Relations Director

External Relations Director of the Prada Group, he serves as liaison between the team 
and its key sponsor. In this capacity, he manages and co-ordinates communication, 
PR and the team’s external relations. A passionate sailor since his early years, he 
sailed in the first Round the World Race and, later, the Atlantic Triangle (during which 
his yacht, Guia III, was hit and sunk by a killer whale in the mid of the Atlantic Ocean), 
several ocean races and IOR World Championships, Admiral’s Cups and Sardinia 
Cups, with good results. In the Olympic classes, he raced in the Star class. In his pro-
fessional carrier he has been, amongst other appointments, the ADC of Prince Rainier 
III of Monaco and the Director of Communication and External Relations of the FIA 
(Federation Internationale de l’Automobile, the world motorsport governing body). He 
has been involved in all Luna Rossa’s challenges for the America’s Cup.
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Antonio Marrai
Logistic Manager

From the Tuscan region of Versilia, Italy, he left a successful professional career at 
Agip Petroli to pursue his passion for competitive sailing; since then he became a 
key player in top international regattas where he won the Maxi World Championship 
in 1989 and the 12m. S.I. World Championship in 2008. He has been involved, on 
board and on shore, in as many as six America’s Cup campaigns, five of them with 
Luna Rossa where he is in charge of logistics.

Gianlorenzo Mercurio
Team Manager & Executive Assistant to Team Principal

Born in Benevento (Italy) in 1974, Gianlorenzo is a manager with a specialized 
background in finance and economics. Having graduated with a degree in Economics 
and a Master's Degree in Administration, Finance and Management Control, he 
acquired extensive work experience within professional consulting firms and leading 
international companies, including Vodafone, before joining the Prada Group where 
he entered as Financial Controller and, more recently, took on the role of Executive 
Assistant to the CEO. An active sportsman, he regularly practices skiing, swimming 
and soccer and loves motorbikes.

Matteo Plazzi
Operations Manager

From Ravenna, Italy, he is one of the most successful sailors in the country. He has 
always led the international rankings in almost 30 years of his career, throughout 
which he has also held top-level technical responsibilities. Winner of the America’s 
Cup in 2010, he won seven world championships in different classes, three gold 
medals, three silver medals and two bronze medals for sport merits, and received 
the “Una vita per lo sport” honour awarded by CONI. In offshore sailing he won the 
Admiral’s Cup and participated in the Round the World Race. He has been involved 
in all of the Luna Rossa America’s Cup challenges.

Luis Saenz
General Counsel

From Madrid, Spain, he is the team’s General Counsel. An international umpire, 
specialising in corporate and sports law, he chaired the Appeal Committee of 
the Spanish Sailing Federation and was the General Counsel for the candidature 
of Valencia to host the 32nd America’s Cup. This is his seventh America’s Cup 
campaign and his third with Luna Rossa. Previously he was General Counsel for Team 
Dennis Conner and the Spanish Challenge, for whom he was also the Syndicate’s 
representative.
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Massimiliano Sirena
Team Director & Skipper

Born in 1973 in Rimini, Italy, Massimiliano “Max” Sirena won the 33rd America’s 
Cup with BMW Oracle Team as wing mast manager; He skippered the Luna Rossa 
Extreme 40, winner of the Extreme Sailing Series in 2011. He also raced with team 
Luna Rossa in the America’s Cup campaigns in 2000, when the team won the Louis 
Vuitton Cup, 2003 and 2007 as a mid-bowman. For the second time, Max is leading 
the Luna Rossa team.

Francesco Bruni
Helmsman/Tactician

Francesco “Checco” Bruni from Palermo, Italy, is one of the most complete, eclectic 
and winning active Italian sailors: in 30 years of sport, he has won seven world, five 
European and 15 Italian championships in different classes, from Laser to offshore, 
from Star to 49er and reached first place in the ISAF Match Race world ranking in 
2011. He has already raced with team Luna Rossa in three America’s Cup campaigns 
(2003, 2007 and 2013). 

Pierluigi de Felice
Trimmer

Italian from Naples, “PG” started sailing at age seven on Optimists and then moved 
on to 420s and 470s. Throughout his sailing career, he has won eight National 
Championships and earned four Silver and three bronze medals in several World 
Championships in different Classes. In 2011, he ranked 2nd in the World Match 
Racing Championship being member of Francesco Bruni’s crew. He participated in 
the 2003 and 2007 America’s Cup campaigns with Mascalzone Latino. This is his 
second America’s Cup with team Luna Rossa.

Chris Draper
Helmsman/Tactician

Born in Sheffield (England) in 1978, he won a bronze medal at the Athens Olympic 
Games (2004) in the 49er class, was World Champion twice (2003 and 2006) and 
European Champion three times (2004, 2005 and 2010) in the same class. He won 
the Extreme Sailing Series in 2009 and was the helmsman for Luna Rossa in the 34th 
America’s Cup. This is his second America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Sailing Team
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Benjamin Durham
Sailing Team Coordinator

Born in Perth (Australia) in 1977, Ben completed a Bachelor of Business Degree at 
the Edith Cowan University. He has participated in four America’s Cup campaigns 
with Young Australia (2000), Oneworld Challenge (2003) and Luna Rossa (2007-
20013). He started his career winning the Australian Youth Championships in 1995. 
Since then, he has continued to achieve important results: in 2004, he was first in 
the ISAF World Match Race ranking, finishing in second place both the World Match 
Race Championship and the World Match Racing Tour. He also won the 12mSI World 
Championship (2009), the Extreme Sailing with Luna Rossa, the Fastnet, the World 
Championship and the TP52 Audi Med Cup in 2011.

Shannon Falcone
Grinder/Foredeck

Born in England in 1981, Shannon moved to Antigua with his family at the age of 
three. When he turned 19 he took to the sea with six oceanic deliveries and one 
circumnavigation of the world. He then started racing and finished second in the 
2008-09 Volvo Ocean Race with PUMA. His America’s Cup experience started in 
2000 when he joined Mascalzone Latino. In 2007, he sailed with Luna Rossa and 
won the last 2010 and 2013 America’s Cup campaigns with team Oracle. He is now 
in his 5th America’s Cup campaign.

Emanuele Marino
Grinder/Foredeck

Born in Tuscany, Italy, in 1972 “Lele” is a grinder. He has been with Luna Rossa since 
the 2007 America’s Cup campaign and has sailed with the team also in later years, 
racing with TP52, STP65 and in the Louis Vuitton Trophy at La Maddalena. This is his 
third America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Marco Mercuriali
Coach/Rules Advisor

Born in Cesena, Italy, Marco was part of the Italian national Finn team from 1978 to 
1982. Since 1984, he has been a coach of the Italian Sailing Federation and, from 
1990 until 2000, he was a member of the Olympic Team’s staff. He was involved in 
the Olympic Games in Barcelona 1992, Atlanta 1996 Sydney 2000, Pechino 2008 
and in some leading circuits, including the RC44, World Match Race Tour, Volvo 
Ocean Race, TP52, MOD70, Pre-Olympic weeks, Louis Vuitton Series. He was in the 
crew and athletic trainer with Azzurra in 1983 and the coach of the Luna Rossa team 
(2000-2003-2007-2013). This is his sixth America’s Cup.
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Adam Minoprio
Helmsman/Tactician/Wing Trimmer

Born in Auckland, New Zealand, in 1985, Adam started sailing at the age of seven, 
winning his first national championship at the age of eleven on the Optimist. Since 
then, he has competed internationally at top levels and in 2009 was the youngest 
sailor to win the World Match Racing Tour. Adam finished 2nd in the Volvo Ocean 
Race 2011-2012 on board team Camper in the role of helmsman and trimmer. This is 
his first America’s Cup campaign.

Manuel Modena
Trimmer/Foredeck/Grinder

Born on Lake Garda (Italy) in 1975, Manuel is a multi-skilled sailor who accumulated 
experience in the Italian Olympic team, class 49er (2001 – 2004, Italian Champion in 
2003). World Champion in the Melges 24 class in 2005, in the same year he won the 
Italian Match Race Championship. After the 2007 America’s Cup, he raced, again 
with Luna Rossa, in the STP65 and TP52 seasons and, in 2011, he won the Extreme 
Sailing Series. This is his third America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Gilberto Nobili
Grinder/Performance/Physical Trainer

Born in Castelnovo ne' Monti (Italy), Gilberto, aka Gillo, joined team Luna Rossa in 
2003 and 2007; He then went on to win the last two editions of the America’s Cup 
(2010 and 2013) with team Oracle as crew member and performance analyst. Gillo 
took part in several international events onboard TP52s, Maxi yachts and Extreme40s 
and sailed for four years (2004-2008) in the Star class with Francesco Bruni. The 35th 
America’s Cup will be his fifth America's Cup campaign.

Alister Richardson
Wing Trimmer

Born in England in 1979, Alister won the Extreme Sailing Series in 2010 and 2011. He 
has accumulated extensive multi-hull experience in the Extreme 40 and 49er classes, 
where he helmed in six World Championships, five European Championships and in 
the pre-Olympic regattas in Athens and Sydney. This is his second America’s Cup 
with Luna Rossa.
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Pietro Sibello
Speed Coach/Wing Trimmer

Born in Albenga in 1979, Pietro entered the world of sailing at the age of eight, 
immediately racing at high levels in Optimist and 470 classes. In 1998, together with 
his brother, Pietro moved to 49ers and, in the four years that followed, became one 
of the best helmsmen in the world, winning a European Championship and gaining 
three bronze medals at the World Championships. Following the 2004 Olympics in 
Athens and the 2008 in Beijing, he qualified Italy for the 2012 Olympics in London. 
Over the past two years, he has achieved excellent results in the D-One, Melges and 
Moth Classes. This is his first America’s Cup.

Simeon Tienpont 
Boat Captain/Grinder/Foredeck

Born in Dirksland (Netherlands), Simeon comes from a shipbuilding family and studied 
Naval Architecture at the Technical University of Haarlem (NL). He participated in the 
Volvo Ocean Race 2005-06 with ABN AMRO TWO and was part of the record-setting 
24-hour monohull run (563 miles) achieved by the team. Having won two America’s 
Cups with Team Oracle (2010 -2013), he joins team Luna Rossa for the first time.

Stefano Beltrando
Quality Control Manager

Born in Piemonte in 1975, Stefano studied Science of Materials at the University 
of Turin (Italy). In 1999 he founded QI Composites which soon became a leader 
in non-destructive nautical controls. In 2002 the business expanded to the field of 
wind energy and the company was entrusted with the responsibility of developing 
methods and procedures for the control of 50-meter wind turbines produced in 
Spain; Since 2012, QI Composites collaborates systematically with the Ferrari team. 
Stefano has participated in four America's Cup campaigns: in 2003 with Luna Rossa, 
in 2007 as a consultant for nine teams, in 2010 with Alinghi and in 2013 with Artemis 
Racing. This is his second America's Cup with Luna Rossa.

An Bernard
Structura Engineer

Born in 1990 in Saint Jean de Luz in France, An started sailing as a child, first on the 
Optimists and later on Lasers. In 2012 he graduated in mechanical engineering from 
the National Institute of Applied Sciences in Lyon and started to work for a major 
French company dealing with the development of systems, equipment and services 
in the railway sector. This is his first experience in the America's Cup.

Design Team
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Gwénolé Bernard 
Draftsman/Systems/Weight Analysis 

Born in Lorient (Brittany) in 1986, Gwénolé grew up near the sea and has always been 
a sailor and an enthusiast of all aquatic sports. During his university studies, he sailed 
for one year throughout the Atlantic on a 10-meter boat with two friends. He obtained 
his degree from the ENSTA Bretagne (Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Techniques 
Avancées), following which he has worked as a naval engineer for SAIPEM. He has 
sailed in four editions of the Tour de France and is at his second America’s Cup 
experience with Luna Rossa.

Francesco Binetti Pozzi
Hydro Systems Design 

Born in Verbania (Italy), Francesco is a mechanical engineer specialized in on-board 
mechanical systems such as winch, pedestal, gear box and hydraulic systems. In 
the last fifteen years, he has worked with the leading companies in the industry and 
with Volvo Ocean Race and America’s Cup teams including Illbruck and Alinghi. 
From 2004 to 2010 he worked with BMW Oracle Racing. In the 2010 America’s Cup, 
he was in charge of the motor project developed in cooperation with BMW. With 
Luna Rossa Challenge 2013 he was responsible for the systems on board of AC72 
multihull catamaran. An all-round sailor, Francesco has won five national titles in 
various boat classes.

Will Brooks
Structural Engineer 

British, born in Plymouth in 1967, Will is a structural engineer specialising in 
composites and structures for top-level racing yachts; He has extensive experience 
in high-profile, competitive yachting, acquired over a twenty-year professional career 
span, during which time he has co-operated with several America’s Cup teams, 
including Alinghi, and with the most prestigious boatyards, including Green Marine. 
He was also with team Luna Rossa in the 2003 and 2013 challenges.

Mario Caponnetto
CFD Leader 

Born in Genoa in 1961, Mario has a Degree in Marine and Mechanical engineering. 
During the America’s Cup campaign of il Moro di Venezia he was in charge of CFD 
and tank testing. Mario worked for many years as a researcher, first with Genoa 
University and then with EPFL (École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne). He 
joined Luna Rossa from 2004 to 2007 and then moved to Team Oracle from 2007 
to 2013, winning two America’s Cup. In both teams he was the head of the CFD 
department. A highly proficient sailor, he achieved excellent results both on dinghies 
and on IMS classes.
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Horacio Nicolas Carabelli Mari
Construction Coordinator 

Born in Montevideo (Uruguay) in 1968, Horacio is a Mechanical Engineer and a 
Yacht Designer. From 2004 to 2012 he was involved in the Volvo Ocean Race, as 
crew member (Brasil 1 ) 3rd place , (Ericsson Racing Team) 1st place and then as 
Technical Director and Project Manager (Team Telefonica). During the 32nd America’s 
Cup he was Mast Department Manager and special projects Developer for Victory 
Challenge, whereas during the 34th America’s Cup he joined Artemis Racing as Wing 
Project Manager/Technical Director. As a sailor, Horacio achieved excellent results in 
the dinghy class.

Adolfo Carrau
Design Coordinator 

Born in Montevideo (Uruguay) in 1975, Adolfo is the Design Coordinator. He is a 
Mechanical Engineer and also has an MSc in Sailing Yacht Hydrodynamics from 
Southampton University. In 2007, he joined the design firm Botin and Partners and 
since then has been involved in hull and appendage developments. He has also 
worked for Emirates Team New Zealand (AC90 – TP52 – Camper VO70) and for 
German Frers Naval Architecture (AC32 - Victory Challenge, developing the VPP). 
Adolfo started sailing Optimists at the age of eight and, since then, has competed 
both on dinghies and offshore racing yachts. He represented Uruguay in the Sydney 
2000 Olympic Games in the Laser class.

Stéphane Chatel
System Designer

Born in 1971 in Saint-Brieuc, France, Stéphane has a degree in mechanical engineering 
and earned a bachelor's degree in mechanical technology at the University of Brest 
(France). He worked for over 10 years for the French company HDS Design (Hervé 
Devaux Structures) as a mechanical engineer specializing in design and calculation 
of composites and metal parts for racing boats such Imoca60, America's Cup boats 
and ocean trimarans. From 2010 to 2014 he was designer for the Groupama Sailing 
Team winning, among other races, the Volvo Ocean Race 2011-2012. This is his first 
America's Cup with Luna Rossa.

Yves Courvoisier
Applied Mathematics Developer

Swiss, but born in Germany in 1983, Yves studied Applied Mathematics at the 
University of Geneva, in which he also obtained a PhD in Mathematics. For a year 
he worked for the Centre d'Entrainement à la Régate in Geneva being in charge of 
sailing performances. In 2013 he started to work with the Swiss company Hydros. 
This is his first America's Cup with Luna Rossa.
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Gabriele di Trapani
Drafstman

Born in Agrigento, Sicily, in 1984, Gabriele has a degree in naval architecture and 
yacht design from the University of Genoa, with a specialization in hull design, 
appendages and deck layouts. In 2011 he started working with Botin Partners, one 
of the main Spanish naval architecture firms. In 2014 he joined team Luna Rossa with 
the role of Draftsman; Gabriele is at his first America's Cup campaign.

Martin Fischer
Yacht Designer 

Born in Celle (Germany) in 1962, Martin studied physics and holds a PhD in 
geophysics. For 14 years he has been working on the design of hulls and appendages 
for numerous projects, including beach catamarans (F18, A-Cat, C-Cat), ocean 
racing multihulls (Groupama-2/3, Sodebo, Banque Populaire) and was also involved 
in a Volvo Ocean Race campaign (Groupama-4). This is his first America’s Cup with 
team Luna Rossa.

Alessandro Franceschetti
Structural Engineer

Born in Milan in 1983, Alessandro graduated with an MSc-Eng in Materials Engi-
neering in 2008 at Politecnico di Milano (Italy). Specialised in the field of advanced 
composite materials, he acquired experience in advanced CAE (Computer-Aided En-
gineering) structural design, research and development of composite materials and 
manufacturing technologies. He started his career in 2007 as aerospace research 
engineer at the CRC-ACS in Melbourne (Australia). In his career highlights, among 
others, he was involved in the design of the Volvo70 Groupama Team, Puma Racing 
and Team Telefonica for the 2011/2012 Volvo Ocean Race. From 2010 to 2013, he 
was a member of Artemis Racing’s design team for the 34th America’s Cup.

Thomas Gaveriaux 
Project Manager 

Born in France in 1974, he acquired a wide experience in the design and construction 
of multi-hulls, including the maxi trimaran “Sodebo”. He has won numerous titles, 
both as a sailor and as a designer. Among these are the victory in the 2010 America’s 
Cup with BMW Oracle Racing where he was design coordinator and structural 
engineering manager, and the Fastnet 2011 in the 40 class. In the last America’s 
Cup, with Luna Rossa, he was the design coordinator.
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Denis Glehen
Structural Engineer

Born in France in 1968, Denis has a degree in Aerospace Engineering. After 16 years 
working as technical director for the HDS, one of the world leaders in structural 
design engineering for racing and cruising boats, In 2010, he founded and began 
managing GSea Design, an engineering company leader in racing mast design. With 
extensive expertise in composite-made boats and carbon masts, he has worked as 
mast designer for Groupama’s Volvo Ocean Race campaign, IMOCA’s monohulls 
such as Macif, Banque Populaire and Hugo Boss and many other winners of major 
offshore races like the Route du Rhum, Trophee Jules Vernes and Vendee Globe. In 
2012, he collaborated in the studies of the Luna Rossa AC72 appendages.

Francis Hueber
CFD 

Born in Paris (France) in 1979, Francis is a naval architect specialised in CFD. He 
joined team Luna Rossa from 2004 to 2007 as CFD specialist. In 2007, he started to 
work with Oracle team, winning two America’s Cup editions (2010-2013). In the 33rd 
America’s Cup, he was in charge of hull and appendages development, as well as 
the wing, whereas in the following edition he coordinated the development and the 
analysis of the AC72 aerodynamics. Francis has a diverse sailing background and in 
2003 he participated in the Mini Transat Race.

Peter Lawson
Wing/Composite Engineer 

Born in Auckland (New Zealand) in 1964, he graduated as a Naval Architect in the 
UK and specialised in composites engineering and marine structures. He worked for 
well-known companies including High Modulus and Southern Spars designing and 
building hi-tech race yacht masts. He was spar designer for Alinghi (2003) and Team 
New Zealand (2007). Peter was the Wing Structural Designer for Luna Rossa during 
the 34th America’s Cup.

Fabrizio Marabini
Performance Analysis 

From Bergamo, Italy, he holds a Master in Aeronautical Engineering specialising 
in fluid dynamics; He has extensive America’s Cup experience having worked as 
an analyst and software developer since 1992 and was with team Luna Rossa in 
the 2000 and 2003 challenges. He is the co-founder and CEO of FaRo Advanced 
Systems SL, a company specialised in the production of electronic components 
for sailing yachts. He worked with team Luna Rossa for the 34th America’s Cup as 
Performance Analyst.
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Giovanni Mascetti
Project Manager

Born in Milan (Italy) in 1978, Giovanni has a degree in Materials Engineering from the 
Polytechnic University of Milan. An accomplished sailor, he has combined his passion 
for sailing with his interest in technology and design, aero/ hydro dynamics theory, 
resource management and construction processes. From 2007 onwards, Giovanni 
worked as consultant and Project Manager for the construction of two America’s 
cup class boats, a TP52, a VO70 and a Class40. Prior to joining the team Luna 
Rossa he worked as Project Manager and Senior Manager for one of the biggest 
composite rigging manufacturers, located in Spain. This is his second America’s Cup 
experience with team Luna Rossa.

Davy Moyon
CFD

Born in 1982 in Saint – Nazaire (France), Davy obtained his degree in Engineering 
from the Ecole Polytechnique Paris and the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées. 
He has been involved in the Hydroptère project since 2006, following the completion 
of his graduation internship at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (EPFL). As 
engineer he has performed numerical calculations for Hydroptère's rudder blades, 
developed customised systems, and designed various mechanical components. An 
accomplished sailor, he has participated in four Sailing Tours de France, achieving 
two victories in the amateur class and fourth place in the general class. 

Matteo Olivieri
3D Modeller / Draftsman 

Born in Zocca (province of Modena, Italy) in 1975, Matteo is an engineer at his second 
experience in the America’s Cup. In the last few years, he worked with several design 
and project management offices specialised in yacht design. Since 2010, he has 
been working for Riba Composites (Faenza, Italy) as carbon mast designer and 
project manager for custom jobs. He is also competent in composite design and 
manufacturing. This is his second America’s Cup with team Luna Rossa.

Pablo Perez del Castillo
CFD 

Born in Tarragona (Spain) in 1969, Pablo has a Bachelor of Science in Marine 
Structure (La Coruña University), a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
(Cantabria University) and a Master of Science in Numerical Methods in Engineering 
(Polytechnic University of Catalunya). Pablo is involved in developing the CFD and 
VPP program with Botin and Partners and the iQ program with Quantum Sail Design 
Group.
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Simòn Perez del Castillo
CFD

Born in Zaragoza (Spain) in 1974, Simòn has a degree in Mechanical Engineering 
from the University of Zaragoza. In 2005 he joined the Studio Botin and Partners as 
3D modeler and took over, in the last four years, the CFD department. In his career 
he has worked on numerous important projects for America's Cup teams and Volvo 
Ocean Race teams. This is his first America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Paolo Periotto
3D Modeller / Draftsman 

Born in Rovigo (Italy) in 1964, Paolo has a degree in Yacht and Boat Design 
(Southampton University). His experience spans over 25 years, having worked with 
Luca Brenta Yacht Design, Fontana Maletto Yacht Design, Botin Partners Naval 
Architecture as well as Luna Rossa and Emirates Team New Zealand America’s Cup 
design teams. Paolo has worked on all variety of yachts, from pure racers to series 
production cruisers, from wood to leading-edge composite constructions.

Giorgio Provinciali 
VPP Leader

Born in Milan (Italy) in 1969, he holds a Degree in Naval Engineering from the 
Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Techniques Avancées (ENSTA) of Paris and one in 
Aerospace Engineering from the Politecnico of Milan. In his career Giorgio was 
involved in developing numerous projects; he specialises in VPP, tank testing and 
performance analysis. He was a member of Luna Rossa’s design team from 2001 to 
2007 and, as consultant, he contributed to the victory of BMW Oracle Racing in the 
2010 America’s Cup. In the 34th America’s Cup, he was in charge of the appendages 
design and the performance prediction program for team Luna Rossa.

Michael Richelsen 
CFD Aero

From Denmark, born in 1955, Michael graduated from the Technical University of 
Denmark with a M.Sc. and Ph.D. focusing on structural and fluid interaction, in 
particular for sail-like membranes. He won the 32nd America’s Cup (2007) with 
Alinghi, where he was CFD manager, as also in the 2010 challenge. He was involved 
in developing the wing mast programme with North Technology Group. In the 34th 
America’s Cup, he was the CFD specialist for the “aero” part in team Luna Rossa. 
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Michele Stroligo
CFD 

Born in Trieste (Italy) in 1983, Michele is a naval architect and marine engineer 
specialised in CFD and hydrodynamic studies applied to yacht design. After gaining 
previous experience in naval design firms, in 2010 Michele joined Oracle Team USA 
for the 34th America’s Cup where he carried out hydrodynamic CFD simulations for 
hulls, appendages and rudders. This is his first America’s Cup with team Luna Rossa.

Davide Tagliapietra
Structural Engenieeer

Born in Venice in 1973, Davide has a degree in Aerospace Engineering and is specia-
lised in structures. He has been involved in racing yacht design for the last 15 years, 
first collaborating with Studio Frers and later co-founding the design office Schickler 
Tagliapietra Yacht Engineering. He has been involved as designer in three America's 
Cup campaigns, one Volvo Ocean Race as well as collaborating in several highly 
innovative projects in the fields of advanced composites and systems. He teaches 
Structure Design at the Master in Yacht Design of IED (Istituto Europeo di Design) 
and has always been a strong advocate of applying the principles of aeronautics to 
racing yachts. 

Chad Turner
Performance Analysis

Born in Santa Barbara (California) Chad started sailing at a very early age and went 
on racing competitively throughout his life. He studied Geography at the University 
of California with an emphasis on Information Systems and Cartography. Chad has 
been involved in the America’s cup since 2001 when he joined the first Oracle team 
as weather analyst. Since then his role evolved towards design where he contributed, 
among other things, to the development of the Oracle AC72 that raced in the 34th 
America’s Cup. This is his fifth America’s Cup and his first with Luna Rossa.

Andrea Vergombello 
CFD

Born in Venice in 1983, Andrea holds a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the 
University of Padova and is specialised in computational fluid dynamics (CFD) 
analysis and VPP studies applied to sailing yachts. Andrea gained specific experience 
working with Perini Navi, studio Schickler - Tagliapietra and GP Perf&Design Ltd 
as CFD and VPP consultant involved in the main stages of different projects. He 
collaborated with Luna Rossa Challenge 2013 Design Team as CFD specialist.
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Joaquin Zerbo
3D Modeller/ Draftsman

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1986, Joaquin started sailing at a very young age 
with Optimists and then with Cadet boats. After graduating in naval architecture at 
the National University of Quilmes, he worked both as boat builder and as designer 
and draftsman for several boatyards and racing boats. In particular from 2010 to 
2014 he worked as engineer on major racing projects such as Telefonica VO70, 
Artemis Racing Team and Rambler 27m OD. This is his second America's Cup, his 
first with Luna Rossa.

Giuseppe Acquafredda
Rigger

Born in the Adriatic coastal town of Cervia in 1982, Giuseppe’s prevalent racing 
experience is on offshore boats. He participated in important championships with 
good results, among which a second place in the Melges 32 Worlds and second 
place in the Farr 40 Worlds with Torben Grael. This is his second America’s Cup 
experience with team Luna Rossa.

Paolo Bassani
Wing

Born in Lecco in 1966 Paolo, a former gymnast, began sailing in 1986, quickly 
reaching the most challenging and competitive racing circuits. He participated, as 
bowman, in two Withbread Round the World Race onboard the 60' Brooksfield 
(1993-1994) and onboard the 60' Merit Cup (1997-1998). Between 1998 and 2007 
he was part of the Luna Rossa team as bowman and boat captain. With Luna Rossa 
Paolo also participated in the STP65’s season as pitman (2009), and then became 
project manager and shore team manager of theTP52 'Audi All4One (2010-2012). 
This is his fourth America’s Cup.

Eduardo Baduel
Boat Builder

Born in Dolores (Argentina) in 1970, Eduardo began working as boat builder in the 
late '90s at the University of Quilmes shipyard. He participated, as shore crew, in 
two Volvo Ocean Race campaigns: in 2004/05 with ABN Amro and in 2008 with 
Telefonica Blue. After two America's Cup campaigns with Mascalzone Latino (2007) 
and Alinghi (2010) he moved to Valencia, where he worked at Future Fibres Spars 
for four years. This is his third America's Cup, his first with Luna Rossa Challenge.

Shore Team
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Roberto Berrozpe Sanchez
Electronics

Born in Pamplona (Spain) in 1980, a qualified computer engineer, he was in charge 
of software and electronics development for team Desafio Español in the 32nd 
America’s Cup (2007). He is co-founder and technical manager of FaRo Advanced 
Systems SL, a company specialising in the production of electronic components for 
sailing yachts. This is his second America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Olivier Breton
Hydraulics

Born in Vitré (France) in 1978, has a degree in Mechanical Engineering. After few 
years in Formula 1, Olivier starts to work with racing boats. His first experience is 
with China Team in the America's Cup in 2007, after which he moved on to multihulls 
such as the maxi trimaran Banque Populairesuch, the MOD70s of the European Tour 
and Emirates Team New Zealand’s AC72. He is at his third America's Cup and his 
first with Luna Rossa.

Andrew Burgess
Chase Boat Driver

Born in New Zealand in 1985, he has raced in national and international regattas 
ever since he was a child. He acquired extensive experience working at Auckland’s 
Cookson boatyard. He is also qualified in electro-technology. This is his second 
America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Giulia Caponnetto
Photo/Video Performance

Born in Genova, Giulia graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Cuneo specia-
lising in graphic design and photography. Having always had a passion for water 
sports, she worked as a freelance photographer in several sporting events before 
joining Oracle Team USA for the 34th America's Cup in San Francisco. This is her first 
America’s Cup with team Luna Rossa.
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Andrea Casimirri
Wing Manager

From San Benedetto del Tronto, Italy, he is a tool machining expert specialised in 
masts and hydraulics; he developed his experience in several different yacht classes, 
where he acquired in-depth expertise on all systems and configurations, including 
wing masts. In 2010 with team BMW Oracle Racing, with whom he won the 33rd 
America’s Cup, he was in charge of the mast. This is his fifth America’s Cup, the third 
with Luna Rossa. 

Pablo di Bernardo
Boat Builder

Born in Quilmes in Argentina in 1972, Pablo has extensive boatbuilding experience, 
having worked in the major racing circuits and international shipyards. During his 
career he worked in the construction of several boats including four America's Cup 
boats, seven TP52s and a Carkeek 60. Pablo has also worked on the construction 
of the VO70 Team Telefonica for two editions of the Volvo Ocean Race and with the 
Artemis Racing’s Orma60 project (2011). He began working with Luna Rossa in 2008 
for the construction of the STP65 and TP52 boats and is now a full-time member of 
the shore team.

Davide Fuzzi
Rigger

From Riccione, Italy, he gained his sailing training and experience mainly in offshore 
classes. His track record includes winning the ORC World Championship and the 
IMS European Championship and leading performances in several international 
regattas. This is his second America’s Cup experience. 

Ilan Graetz
Shore Team Manager

From Florence, Italy, after graduating in Yacht and Boat Design in Southampton (UK), 
he worked mainly as a project manager and supervised the building of prestigious 
maxi yachts such as Wallygator, Rrose Selavy and Longobarda. More recently, he 
was responsible for coordinating the technical shore operations for Nautor Challenge 
in the Volvo Ocean Race and he was a project manager with Southern Spars. This is 
his second America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.
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Brendan Jones
Boat Builder

Born in Auckland (New Zealand), Brendan started working in boat construction 
in Southern Spars where he did his apprenticeship in engineering fabrication. He 
has built masts and booms for numerous superyachts and racing yachts, including 
TP52s, IRC52s, Open 60s, Maxi and VOR70s. He was involved in the construction of 
the latest Volvo Ocean 65 and built the two AC72 wings for Luna Rossa. This is his 
second America’s Cup campaign.

Antonio Laghigna
Painter

From Lake Garda (Italy), he is in charge of the painting of the boats. In his career, he 
has painted some of the most prestigious boats in the world, including the “Bribon” 
yacht belonging to King Juan Carlos I of Spain. He has been with team Luna Rossa 
ever since its first America’s Cup challenge (2000) and is now at his fifth America’s 
Cup campaign.

Arif Lakbir
Boat Builder

Born in Morocco in 1976, Arif moved to Italy in 1991 and soon obtained Italian 
citizenship. For over 11 years he has worked as boat builder at Cantieri Navali 
Soleri, one of the most promising young Italian shipyards where he collaborated on 
prestigious international projects, including the construction of the +39 Challenge hull 
during the 32nd America's Cup in Valencia. This is his first America’s Cup experience 
with Luna Rossa.

Cord Lilie
Boat Builder

Born in Hamburg (Germany) in 1981, he started sailing very young on Optimists and 
then on Lasers, 470s and H - 35. He began his career as boat builder in 2005 at 
Southern Ocean Marine in New Zealand. From 2007 onwards he then participated 
in two America 's Cup with Team Shosholoza (2007) and Artemis Racing (2013 ) 
and in two Volvo Ocean Races with Team Telefonica ( 2008/09 - 2011/12 ). Among 
other projects he worked with Platoon Racing for the Medcup in 2007 and on the 
construction of the 100-foot ' Comanche ' (2014). This is his third America's Cup, his 
first with Luna Rossa.
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Francesco Mauri
Boat Builder

Italian, born in Rimini in 1993, Francesco is the youngest team member within 
Luna Rossa. He obtained his high school diploma from the Institute of Industrial 
Technology and has worked for several years at the BertMauri boatyard where he 
carried out activities such as hull and deck lamination for racing yachts. He worked 
on the construction of two Class 40 yachts and on the Minitransat Paci Pat 650. This 
is his second America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Alessandro Meloni
Electronics

Born in Oristano (Italy) in 1981, Alessandro has a degree in Electronic Engineering 
from the University of Cagliari and a Level 1 Master in Photovoltaics and Alternative 
Energies from the University e-Campus. During his career, he has worked for various 
companies as an electrical engineer involved in the development and implementation 
of hardware-software systems, in the development of wireless sensor networks with 
low power consumption and sensor networks for telemetry environment. This is his 
first America's Cup with Luna Rossa.

Stefano Morosin
Electronics

Italian, born in Padova in 1974, Stefano is an electronics engineer with a specialisation 
in telematics obtained from the Ministry of Defence. He has participated in all 
Luna Rossa America’s Cup campaigns (Auckland 2000, 2003, Valencia 2007 and 
San Francisco 2013) and was part of the BMW Oracle Racing team winner of the 
33rd America’s Cup (2010) against Alinghi. After the 33rd America’s Cup, Stefano 
joined team Esimit Europa 2, a high-tech 30 meter maxi, and then the French team 
Groupama, winner of the 2011 – 2012 Volvo Ocean Race.

Angelo Napolitano
Machine Shop

Born in Latina in 1971, Angelo studied at the Professional Institute of Mechanics. He 
has years of experience building racing yachts and developing mechanical parts. He 
has worked on the construction of racing boats and cruisers for the shipyard Wally at 
its plant in Fano (PU). In 2007, he was a boat builder with Mascalzone Latino during 
the 32nd America’s Cup In 2010, he helped build the Alinghi 5 catamaran during the 
33rd America’s Cup. This is his second America’s Cup with team Luna Rossa.
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Stefano Ongaro
Boat Builder

Born in Feltre, in the province of Belluno in 1989, Stefano graduated in graphic art. His 
work experience includes collaborating with the English firm Trimarine, specialised 
in boat design and construction. This is Stefano’s second America’s Cup campaign 
with Luna Rossa.

Ian Pattison
Sail Loft Manager

Born in Malta in 1967, Ian is British. He started sailing at the age of seven with his 
father in Portsmouth on a Victory one-design. Ian’s yacht racing career in the past 
30 years developed mostly in the sail loft, spanning from sail design to sail making: 
he started very young with Lucas Sails and Diamond Sailmakers, and subsequently 
took up the responsibility of North Sails UK’s sail loft. He then moved to the US, 
where he became the sail loft supervisor of North Sails 3DL in Minden, Nevada. In 
2001, he joined team Alinghi with whom he won the 2003 and 2007 America’s Cup 
as Sail Loft Manager. In the 2010 America’s Cup, he was responsible for Alinghi’s sail 
development.

Cristobal Piris
Boat Builder

Born in Barcelona in 1965, Cristobal “Tobal” started sailing at the age of eight on 
Optimists. Later on he raced Snipe, Laser, Tornado, First Class 8, GP42 and he 
still races, when his work allows him, on J80s. Cristobal started his career as boat 
builder on Marcelino Botin’s first design in 1998. He has also been involved in a few 
Volvo Ocean Race campaigns when working for Persico Marine, in 5 different Tp52 
projects and in many Southern Spars projects. His first America’s Cup campaign was 
in 1999 with the Spanish challenge, then in 2003 and in 2007 with BW Oracle Racing. 
This his fourth Americas Cup.

Stefano Riva
Boat Builder

Born in Lecco in 1966, Stefano, called "Archimede" started sailing on dinghies when 
he was 20 years old. Since then he has worked in the nautical field as sailor, rigger 
and boat builder. His first America's Cup was in 2000 with Mascalzone Latino, then 
in 2007 with Desafio Espanol. He has also gathered a significant experience in ocean 
racing while working on the shore team and as crewmember of TIM, the Orma 60 
skippered by Giovanni Soldini.
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Keith Sexton
Boat Builder

Born in Southampton (UK), Keith lives in Tuscany and since 1997 has participated in 
all of Luna Rossa’s America’s Cup campaigns. His boatbuilding career began at the 
Green Marine boatyard in Lymington, where he specialised in the building of high-
tech racing yachts, in particular maxi yachts. During this period, he actively took 
part in the building of some of the fastest and most prestigious racing and luxury 
yachts such as Giovanni Agnelli’s Stealth and two boats that competed in the Round 
the World Race. In 2010, he was part of the Alinghi team where he worked on the 
construction of the Alinghi 5 catamaran.

Gerardo Siciliano
Rigging Manager

From Latina (Italy), he sailed top yachts including Riviera di Rimini (1998-1999) and 
TIM (Orma 60') in 2001-2004 on which he raced in prominent regattas and ocean 
records. He was a member of the shore team during the Volvo Ocean Race 2005 with 
“Pirates of the Caribbean”. In 2008 he won in the Audi Med Cup TP52 circuit and 
the TP52 World Championship and finished in second place both the events in 2009. 
Recently he was involved in the preparation of the Volvo Ocean Racer 70 Abu Dhabi. 
This is his second America’s Cup with team Luna Rossa.

Daron Storey
Boat Builder

Born in New Zealand in 1968, Daron has a background in automotive machining. 
Driven by his passion for motors, he worked for over ten years as a specialised me-
chanic for international New Zealand Rally and speedway race car drivers. In 1994, 
he began working for Southern Spars where he was involved in numerous projects, 
appointed to the role of mast assembly manager and coordinated several impor-
tant mast projects ranging from America’s Cup spars (Team New Zealand, Oracle, 
Luna Rossa, Victory Challenge and Mascalzone Latino), to Volvo Ocean Race masts 
(Ericcsson, Puma and Camper). Daron has been involved with team Luna Rossa for 
many years but in this campaign is full-time within the team for the first time.

Benjamin Tapper
Boat Builder

New Zealander, born in Auckland, Ben is an expert in maintenance for boat hulls and 
components. Throughout his professional career he has worked on the construction 
of many successful race boats in various classes, such as America’s Cup, TP 52, 
IMOCA 60, “canting keel” IRCs or Maxis such as SpeedBoat. Ben joined Luna Rossa 
after completing his shore team experience with New Zealand’s Camper Volvo Ocean 
Race campaign.
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Matthew Tasker
Sailmaker

Born in Southampton in 1972, after finishing school Matthew started to work as a 
sailmaker for Williams Lancaster sails in Hamble, and Diamond Sails in the UK. At 
this time he was also working as a sailmaker for North Sails UK. In 2005 he joined the 
Alinghi sail loft for its successful defense of the 32nd America’s Cup. Matt was also 
on the Alinghi sailmaking team in the 2010 America's Cup. He joined Luna Rossa 
during the 34^ America's Cup.

Giovanni Tognozzi
Winch/Deck

From Castiglione della Pescaia (Italy), he has been with team Luna Rossa ever since 
its first America’s Cup challenge in 2000. In 2011, He was shore team manager for 
the Extreme 40 catamaran with which Luna Rossa won the Extreme Sailing Series. 
This is his fifth America’s Cup campaign.

Mirco Babini
Base Operations

Born in Faenza (Italy) in 1968, Mirco soon moved to Sardinia and there are very few 
water sports that he has not partaken in After winning several Italian and international 
windsurf competitions, Mirco became the Italian forerunner for Kiteboard and 
Stand Up Paddle and he is currently President of IKA (International Kiteboarding 
Association). Following a lifetime spent at sea and long-standing experience 
regarding the organisation of sports events, he has joined team Luna Rossa for the 
35th America's Cup.

Massimiliano Calvani
Store Maintanance

Born in 1969, Massimiliano 'Mamo' has worked for the Prada Group since 1995. 
His first job within the Group was in management of warehouse shipping, an activity 
that involved extensive travel for many years throughout Europe, Asia and the United 
States. He has been a team member of Luna Rossa since the first campaign in 2000 
and he is in charge of warehouse storage, shore services and product stocks both 
for the team operations base and the team stores. 

Services / Administration
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Monique Galassi
Executive Assistant

Born in France, Monique is half Italian and half American. After gaining her degree in 
Anthropology in the US she has lived and worked in Italy where she joined the Prada 
group in 1999. Having always had a passion for sport, she has assisted Luna Rossa 
in the roles of secretary, hospitality and logistics since 2000, participating in the 2003 
and 2007 America’s Cup campaigns, as well as the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series in 
2009, the TP52 circuit in 2010 and Extreme Sailing Series in 2011. This is her fourth 
America’s Cup campaign with team Luna Rossa.

Massimiliano Gessa
Assistant Chef 

Born in Cagliari in 1991, Massimiliano has a diploma in surveying but his great 
passion for cooking led him to enter the restaurant business from an early age. 
Before joining team Luna Rossa ,he gained experience as assistant chef in leading 
hotels and restaurants in Sardinia. A sports enthusiast, Massimiliano is at his first 
America’s Cup.

Sabina Giordi
Administration

Sabina is from San Vito (in the province of Cagliari). After completing her degree 
in Economics and Business Studies, worked in accounting for major companies 
including Tiscali in roles where analytical and general accounting methods were 
applied, as well as in the role of Marketing Auditor. A sports enthusiast, this is Sabina’s 
first America’s Cup and she manages administrative aspects for team Luna Rossa.

Giulio Giovanella
Base Operational Manager

Born in Trieste (Italy) in 1982, he began sailing as a child and, over the years, acquired 
a consolidated sailing and shore experience in the most important international 
events. In the America's Cup in 2007 Giulio was the mid-bowman and was in charge 
of the sail vision for Mascalzone Latino. He first joined Luna Rossa in 2008 and 
participated as bowman with the team in high-level professional circuits including 
the Extreme Sailing Series, the Audi Med Cup (TP52) and the STP65s regattas. 
During the 34th America's Cup he was in charge of the SL33 catamaran, the two 
AC45 (Swordfish and Piranha) and the logistical aspects related to the AC72 of Luna 
Rossa. In his third America's Cup, Giulio is the Cagliari Base’s Operations Manager.
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Andrea Meloni
IT

Born in Cagliari in 1977, Andrea has studied graphic design and electronic publishing 
and graduated in Computer Science at the University of Cagliari. After working for 
several years as computer technician for the Autonomous Region of Sardinia, he 
joined team Luna Rossa. This is his first America's Cup experience.

Riccardo Mura
Diver

Born in Assemini (Sardinia) in March 1971, Riccardo started out as a petty officer in 
the Italian Navy (1989/2000), where he was an electronics technician specializing in 
radars interception, as well as a member of the scuba diving rescue service. From 
2000 to 2009 he lived in Sharm El Sheikh, where he co-founded the first diving 
center in the Red Sea and organized several world record attempts as well as two 
AIDA world championships. In 2009 he returned to his native Sardinia and founded 
a freediving school where he brought, in 2014, the third AIDA world championship to 
Cagliari. This is his first America’s Cup.

Valentina Pischedda
Secretary

Born in Cagliari, Sardinia, Valentina has, during the course of her career, worked 
for various construction companies carrying out numerous tasks including the 
management of contracts, customers and budgets. Valentina is a sports enthusiast 
and is in her first America’s Cup assisting team Luna Rossa in the role of secretary.

Manuel Sanna 
Chef

Born in 1983 in San Gavino Monreale, in the province of Medio Campidano, Manuel 
graduated from the Professional Institute for Hospitality and Catering of Alghero. 
He immediately began working in hotels and restaurants in Sardinia. After a year in 
Dublin where he attended the opening of a restaurant and was kitchen manager he 
returned to Sardinia where he started working as head chef entremetier in 4-5 local 
facilities. This is his first America's Cup campaign with the Luna Rossa team.
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Maurizio Sarigu
Executive Chef

From Sardinia (Italy), graduated from the catering college, he is experienced in 
Italian and international cuisine and has been working for well-known hotels and 
restaurants for over twenty years. He has been involved in three America’s Cups 
(2003-2007-2013) with the Luna Rossa team.

Mario Soi
Base Mantainance

Born in Sardinia in 1967, Mario is a specialised nautical machinist. His work 
experience is varied and has ranged from mechanical carpentry to heavy vehicle 
transportation and from cement and construction technology laboratories to cement 
production plant management. He has extensive experience in the maintenance and 
repair of industrial machinery. This is his first America’s Cup with Luna Rossa.

Nicole Tipler
Administrative procedures

Born in Southampton (UK), Nicole has worked in Italy, New Zealand, and France 
in internationally-oriented roles for world-class companies and the New Zealand 
Consulate-General in Milan where, amongst other things, she managed functions 
and events. She is now responsible for Luna Rossa’s administrative procedures 
regarding the international team members and during the team’s frequent overseas 
travel. This is her second America’s Cup campaign.

Carlo Borlenghi
Photographer

Carlo Borlenghi was born in Bellano, on lake Como, and it was here that his career 
in photography began. Renowned throughout the world as one of the best sailing 
photographers, Carlo has travelled the globe to follow the most important nautical 
events such as all the America’s Cup editions since 1983, the Whitbread Round the 
World Races, The Race, the Rolex Regattas and many more. He has been involved 
in all Luna Rossa’s America’s Cup challenges

Communication / PR
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Luca Buttò
Photo Editor

Born in Sicily, Luca has a degree in Communications and a master in Photography. 
He joined Studio Borlenghi in 2009, collaborating as photographer and photo editor, 
covering many international races such as the 33rd America’s Cup, the America’s 
Cup World Series and the Rolex Regattas. This is Luca’s third America’s Cup, his 
second with Luna Rossa.

Giordana Pipornetti
Press officer

Born in Rome, Giordana started sailing in Optimists when she was six and went 
on to race in dinghy classes until the age of 21. After gaining a degree in Molecular 
Biology, she returned to the sailing world and began working as press and PR officer 
in national and international sailing events such as the Extreme Sailing Series, the 
MOD 70's European Tour, World Match Racing Tour and Olympic Games of London. 
This is her second America’s Cup campaign.

Gianluca Torrini
Communication/PR - Ruolo Web/Special Projects

Born in 1967 in Florence, Gianluca has a degree in Analysis and Structural Techniques 
from the University of Architecture in Florence. Owner of his own design studio, 
for many years he was alsotechnical and logistic Exhibition & Event Manager for 
numerous international events. At the same time he gains extensive experience in 
web analysis and social networks communication. A passionate sailor, Gianluca has 
participated in numerous offshore regattas. After working as a consultant for Luna 
Rossa during the last America's Cup, in February 2015 he started working full time 
with the team in Cagliari.
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5. The challenge to the 35th America's Cup 

The challenge to the 35th America's Cup begins, somehow, in 2011.

We must in fact go back in time, to a cold and rainy day in September of that year, when 
Patrizio Bertelli went to Plymouth (GBR) to observe the tests of the second round of races of 
the America's Cup World Series, preliminary to the 34th America's Cup.

It is clear that an momentous change is underway: not to participate that year would have 
resulted in a gap not easy to fill. So, a few weeks later, the team launches its fourth challenge 
for the America's Cup through the Circolo della Vela Sicilia. The busy and demanding 
programme is outlined in a few days.

The new skipper Max Sirena and his men come into the game a year and a half after the 
other teams and starts its first race: the one against the time. Taking advantage of the new 
Protocol, which allows an exchange of design and technical information between teams, 
Luna Rossa reaches an agreement with Emirates Team New Zealand and manages to bridge 
the design gap, launching its only AC72 catamaran in October 2012. Luna Rossa will be the 
only team to have just one first-generation boat. Nevertheless, Luna Rossa, in August 2013, 
reaches the final of the Louis Vuitton Cup for the third time in four America's Cup challenges.

As soon as boats and facilities return to Italy, the team starts to prepare the 35^ America’s 
Cup with the goal of winning the trophy. In November 2013 the team begins to install its new 
base in Cagliari and starts to work full-on towards the new challenge.
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Patrizio Bertelli, Team Principal of Luna Rossa:

What has changed from the 34th America's Cup?
We have always considered the 34th America's Cup as a preparation for the next edition: 
we needed to be in the circuit so as to maintain continuity and prepare the grounds for a 
competitive team on a new class of boats. In 2013, we reached the final of the Louis Vuitton 
Cup for the third time and fulfilled the goals we had set for ourselves when we announced 
our campaign, a year and a half after the other challengers and the only team to race with a 
first generation boat.

Luna Rossa and Italy: an inseparable association?
In a way Luna Rossa for the Italians is a sort of "National Team" in sailing ; Luna Rossa 
achieved a record television audience and a media return that has no precedents in 
sailing. There were so many fans, experts and not, who have followed us for over 10 years 
of challenges for the America's Cup. Luna Rossa has created a school in developing an 
innovative team model that has become a point of reference in the America's Cup. Needless 
to say, but in the 33rd America's Cup as many as 28 members of the Oracle team, winner of 
the trophy, came from Luna Rossa.

An opinion about the Protocol and Class Rule? 
The America's Cup is an ‘unfair competition’; the Defender has always had privileges and 
great advantages, but this is a well-known fact. It’s part of the game and contributes to the 
charm of the challenge. 

Max Sirena once again skipper of the team...
In addition to his unquestionable technical skills, one of Max’s strongest qualities is the 
ability to manage relationships with his staff: he understands the needs and rationale of 
each department in the team and puts himself on an equal level with everyone. He is also a 
strong team builder: success in the America's Cup is never the result of an individual but a 
combination of factors that lead to the victory of an entire team.
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Max Sirena, skipper of Luna Rossa:

For the second time skipper of team Luna Rossa, where do you start from?
It is essential to start as soon as possible, taking advantage of the rules. You must be 
proactive and look for talent, intuition and research innovation. You need strong sailors, but 
the most important thing is to design a fast boat.

What is new in the team?
We maintained the core team and completed it with the addition of some professionals 
required for this type of boats. There are some innovations in all departments: sailors, shore 
team, but especially in the design group that has been significantly strengthened. Patrizio 
Bertelli and I have made choices based on the talent of the individual and his willingness 
to place the interests of the group before his personal ones: the Luna Rossa campaign is a 
team game and there is no place for the prima donna figures.

What is the program for the coming years?
Paradoxically, it is a never ending program. The America's Cup is an ongoing process and 
until the last day of the last regatta you must study, design, improve. Oracle team USA 
has proved this in the last edition: at a disadvantage of 8 to 1 they introduced technical 
innovation, steadily improved crew performances by learning from their mistakes, reacted 
with determination and managed to turn the tables, winning the America's Cup at 9 to 8!

The choice of Cagliari?
Cagliari offers the perfect compromise between logistic needs and weather conditions. In 
the Gulf of Cagliari there are more than 200 days a year with winds at 12-13 knots, ideal 
for training with catamarans. It is a dynamic city, leader in many fields and with an airport 
10 minutes away from the team base. The city has also given the team an extremely warm 
and enthusiastic welcome, giving us the use of areas and structures that will allow us to be 
better prepare for this challenge. Last but not least, the logistic situation for the families of 
the team members is optimal. Cagliari offers all the amenities of a big city but allows the ease 
of movement and quality of lifestyle typical of smaller towns.
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The America’s Cup World Series is the first stage of competitions in the 35th America’s Cup. 
Only the six teams that officially entered in the America’s Cup are allowed to be in the circuit: 
Artemis Racing (SWE), Ben Ainslie Racing (UK), Emirates Team New Zealand (NZ), Luna 
Rossa (ITA) and Team France (FRA).

The team will race the one-design AC45 catamarans used during the 2011-2012 edition of 
the circuit, but with substantially modified appendages (rudders and daggerboards). The 
modifications allow the catamaran to literally “fly” with its hulls completely lifted from the 
water.

For the first time in the history of the America’s Cup, the overall ranking position in the 
America’s Cup World Series will determine the starting score of the teams in the America's 
Cup Qualifiers in 2017.

Four events have been schedule for:

 - Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy - June 5-7, 2015
 - Portsmouth, Great Britain - July 23-26, 2015
 - Gothenburg, Sweden - August 28-30, 2015
 - Hamilton, Bermuda - October 16-18, 2015

Four to six events are expected in 2016, including a second event in Portsmouth in July and 
a regatta in Chicago during the summer.

6. The America’s Cup World Series
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2 m

21,50 m

7. The yachts
7.1 AC45 catamarans

The AC45 are one-design wing sail full fioling catamarans that will be used in the racing 
circuit preliminary to the 35th America's Cup. 

Hull length

Maximum beam

Wing height

Draft

Weight

Sail Area:

Wing

Jib

Gennaker

Estimated maximum speed:

Windward

Downwind

Crew

13,45 m

6,90 m

21,50 m

2,70 m

1400 Kg

85 sqm

48 sqm

125 sqm

16 knots

28 knots
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Hull length

Maximum beam

Wing height

Draft

Weight

Sail Area:

Wing

Jib

Estimated maximum speed:

Windward

Downwind

Crew

19 m

11,75 m

29,9 m

3 m

4300 Kg

175 mq

60 mq

30 nodi

50 nodi

8

7.2 AC62 catamarans

The AC62 is the new 62-foot class of full-foiling wing sail catamarans to be used in the 35th 
America's Cup. 



8. The Cagliari base
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9. The Circolo della Vela Sicilia

The Circolo della Vela Sicilia, established in 1933, is one of the oldest and most prestigious 
sailing clubs in the Mediterranean. 

The opening regatta, which was held a few months after the club was established, saw the 
participation of Alfonso XIII, the King of Spain, on board his yacht “Hispania VII” and many 
distinguished European personalities frequented, as they still do, the club’s enchanting and 
elegant clubhouse in Mondello, a few kilometres from central Palermo. 

Over the years, numerous club members stood out thanks to their sporting performance 
in various classes, amongst them Enrico Ducrot, Luigi Airoldi, Giuseppe Tasca d’Almerita, 
Alessandro La Lomia and Agostino Randazzo, the current Commodore. 

In its long history, the Circolo della Vela Sicilia hosted several prestigious Italian and 
international regattas. In particular, the European Championships of the Star and J24 classes, 
the Absolute Italian Championships of the Olympic classes and, since 2005, the offshore race 
"Palermo - Monte Carlo," which has become a "classic" Mediterranean summer regatta. 

In 2011, the Circolo della Vela Sicilia entered the elite of the sailing world by challenging for 
the 34th America's Cup with team Luna Rossa who, racing under the burgee of Palermo’s 
yacht club, reached the final of the Louis Vuitton Cup.

In 2014, the year it celebrates its 80th anniversary, the Circolo della Vela Sicilia has once 
again been chosen by Patrizio Bertelli to be the challenger yacht club for team Luna Rossa’s 
fifth and historic challenge for the America's Cup which will take place in 2017 in Bermuda.

The Commodore of the Circolo della Vela Sicilia, Agostino Randazzo, stated:
"Being chosen again by team Luna Rossa as yacht club challenger for the 35th America's 
Cup is important recognition that honours not only our yacht club but the whole Sicilian 
sailing community. Team Luna Rossa is one of the most beloved sports teams in Italy and 
is certainly one of the most prestigious and emulated. As we have seen in the past, this will 
help to promote sailing in our region and, in this edition, the Circolo della Vela Sicilia will again 
support and accompany team Luna Rossa with great enthusiasm. On behalf of all the yacht 
club members, I wish to express our sincere gratitude to Patrizio Bertelli for having chosen 
the Circolo della Vela Sicilia once again for this role.“
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Prada is Luna Rossa’s sponsor since her very first challenge. The team was founded in 1997 
by Patrizio Bertelli under the name of Prada Challenge for the America’s Cup 2000. Prada was 
founded in Milan in 1913 by Mario Prada, Miuccia Prada’s grandfather. Located inside one 
of Milan’s most celebrated icons, the prestigious glass-covered Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II 
arcade, Prada was an exclusive shop selling luxury travel articles and accessories made with 
sophisticated techniques and the finest materials. It wasn’t long before the shop in Galleria 
Vittorio Emanuele II became a favorite port of call for the aristocracy and the more refined 
and elegant members of Europe’s upper classes.

In 1919 Prada was appointed Official Supplier to the Italian Royal Household; as such, it 
incorporated the House of Savoy’s coat of arms and knotted rope design into its logo.

In the late seventies, Miuccia Prada and Patrizio Bertelli started their collaboration, laying the 
foundations for the company’s subsequent international development.

Patrizio Bertelli is the first in the luxury industry to introduce a new business model, applying 
uncompromised quality throughout the whole production chain and a constant, careful 
control over the entire process. Miuccia Prada’s creativity, able to infuse her work with 
thoughts linked to her day-to-day experiences and observations of the environment in an 
original innovative way - thus anticipating trends - never transcends the brand’s quality core-
value and historic craftsmanship know-how. This skilful balance makes it possible for Prada 
to become internationally renowned, so much so that it was recognized as one of the 100 
brands with the most value in the world (Source: Interbrand).

A key attribute of Prada is its capacity for innovation in all areas. Being a pioneer in introducing 
a new approach in the retail network, Prada is the first to launch a new, revolutionary concept 
of stores - the so-called Prada Epicenters - designed by internationally acclaimed architects 
such as Rem Koolhaas and Herzog & de Meuron. An example which was later followed by 
all the leading brands in the industry.

Today the Prada brand includes men’s and women’s leather goods, ready-to-wear and 
footwear which synthesize an innovative, sophisticated and modern design coupled with the 
high quality typical of handcrafted products. Prada is also active in the eyewear, fragrance 
and mobile phone sectors.

Prada’s horizons go beyond the confines of fashion: art, architecture, cinema and culture 
in general are an integral part of the brand’s core values. The Fondazione Prada (Prada 
Foundation) was established in 1993 to present “the most radical intellectual challenges 
in contemporary art and culture”. It organizes contemporary art exhibits and other cultural 
activities that have enjoyed great consensus on an international level. The Prada Transformer 
in Seoul - designed in collaboration with architect Rem Koolhaas - represents one of the 
most interesting expressions of this approach.

10. Sponsor - Prada
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On March 28, 2011 the Fondazione Prada announced its new exhibition space in Venice, 
the Ca’ Corner della Regina, an historic palazzo on the Grand Canal which is going to be 
restored with the goal of offering to the city of Venice, and beyond, a stimulating program of 
important events in the realm of the Arts. From May 31st to October 2nd 2011 Ca’ Corner 
was opened to the public with its first exhibition documenting the multiple activities of the 
Fondazione Prada, such as the project for the new permanent space in Milan - designed by 
architect Rem Koolhaas - whose opening is scheduled for the end of 2014.

Prada is part of the PRADA Group, one of the global leading companies in the luxury goods 
sector, which embodies an original business model that successfully combines industrialised 
production processes with highly sophisticated workmanship and superb handcrafted 
goods. The PRADA Group also includes Miu Miu - Miuccia Prada’s vision of an alternative 
style - a brand with a strong personality, provocative and sophisticated as well as free-
spirited and avant-garde; Church’s, one of the world leaders in the luxury footwear industry, 
established in 1873 in Northampton (Great Britain), and Car Shoe, the first producer of the 
driving moccasin, characterised by a patent soft sole with rubber studs, established in 1963. 

The Group manufacturing is concentrated in 11 plants, 10 in Italy and 1 in Great Britain, plus 
research and development laboratories. Each phase of the production process is closely 
monitored and directly controlled: from the choice to the purchase of the raw materials 
(external suppliers included), to the creation of prototypes, through to the planning and 
coordination of external and internal manufacturing. The Group products are sold in more 
than 70 countries around the world: besides a selection of luxury department stores and 
multi-brand stores, the distribution network is composed of 540 (31 January 2014) directly 
operated stores, a strong point in the international growing process of the brand.

The Prada Group recorded sales of Euro 3,586 million in the financial year ended January 
31, 2014, a 9% increase on financial year 2012. At constant exchange rates, sales grew by 
13%. Sales by Directly Operated Stores totaled Euro 2,996 million with a 12% increase on 
the previous financial year (+18% at constant exchange rates). The growth was thanks to 
newly opened stores and to Same Store Sales Growth of 7%, which remained constant in 
all four quarters. Meanwhile, wholesale channel sales decreased by 7% (- 6% at constant 
exchange rates), entirely as a result of the strategy adopted by the Group in recent years to 
streamline the wholesale network and, in Europe in particular, to be selective of independent 
retailers based on quality and reliability.On the 31st of January 2013 the PRADA Group had 
10.000 employees. 
[For further details consult the website www.prada.com] 

On June 24th, 2011, Prada Spa (HKSE code 1913) listed 20% of its shares on the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange; at IPO, the company was valued around 9.2 billion Euros.

The PRADA Group is the owner of the brand “LUNA ROSSA”, under which a ready-to-
wear collection inspired to sailing has also been created. The brand “LUNA ROSSA” has 
been granted to the Team Luna Rossa Challenge for its challenge to the 35^ America’s Cup 
challenge.
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ABC Tools, founded in 1913 in Milan, is Italy's leading distributor of hand tools, precision 
measuring instruments, cutting tools and industrial storage systems. The ABC Catalogue, 
now at its 52nd edition, offers a wide selection of these products and is the most widely 
known and used in industries, institutions and by professionals.

Corporate executives with technical and commercial expertise take care of their customers 
with a highly competent service. In occasion of the 100th anniversary of the company the 
tools trademark was renovated and the new ABC Tools was presented with the advertising 
campaign "ABC Tools - chosen from the best", with the aim of strengthening and improving 
the brand positioning in the market of professional hand tools.

www.abctools.it

11.	Official	Suppliers
11.1 ABC Tools 

http://www.abctools.it
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11.2 CRS4

Established in 1990, CRS4 - Center for Advanced Studies Research and Development in 
Sardinia - is located within the Science and Technology Park (Polaris), a point of attraction 
for high-tech research 40Km from Cagliari. CRS4 is equipped with one of the main High 
Performance Computing Centers in Italy and a wealth of scientific and technical expertise. Its 
focus is scientific research and technological development on state-of-the-art computational 
technologies and their applications, by means of a multidisciplinary approach, to several 
sectors which have a great socio-economic impact like: biomedicine, biotechnology, 
information society, energy and environment.

CRS4 collaborates with industry, universities and scientific laboratories and also participates 
in relevant national and international projects. CRS4’s prestigious reputation, which has been 
growing for over twenty years, makes of it a source of pride for Sardinia.

www.crs4.it

http://www.crs4.it
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11.3 ESTECO

ESTECO is a pioneer in numerical optimization solutions, specialized in research and 
development of engineering software for all stages of the simulation-driven design process. 
Perfecting engineering and reducing complexity in the design process is our vision. 

Our aim is to decrease the tedium in the engineering analysis and increase creativity by 
developing and maintaining cutting-edge software that allows for integration, optimization 
and advanced data analysis. ESTECO’s technology, used worldwide, inspires decision 
making, increases efficiency in design simulation tools, and accelerates product innovation. 

ModeFRONTIER, the company’s key product, is a multidisciplinary and multiobjective 
optimization platform capable of streamlining engineering process through innovative 
algorithms and integration with leading simulation software.

In numerous industries, modeFRONTIER has become an essential tool to increase 
understanding of cost/performance factors and to reduce product development time. Over 
250 international organizations have entrusted ESTECO's software to design better and 
more efficient products. 

www.esteco.com

http://www.esteco.com
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11.4 Lenovo 

Lenovo is a US$39 billion personal technology company, the largest PC company in the 
world, serving customers in more than 160 countries. Dedicated to building exceptionally 
engineered PCs and mobile internet devices, Lenovo’s business is built on product innovation, 
a highly-efficient global supply chain and strong strategic execution. Formed by Lenovo 
Group’s acquisition of the former IBM Personal Computing Division, the company develops, 
manufactures and markets reliable, high-quality, secure and easy-to-use technology 
products and services.

Its product lines include legendary Think-branded commercial PCs and Idea-branded 
consumer PCs, as well as servers, workstations, and a family of mobile internet devices, 
including tablets and smartphones. As a global Fortune 500 company, Lenovo has major 
research centers in Yamato, Japan; Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen, China; Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, and Raleigh, North Carolina.

www.lenovo.com

http://www.lenovo.com
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S.Pellegrino, Acqua Panna and Sanpellegrino Sparkling Fruit Beverages are international 
trademarks of Sanpellegrino S.p.A. which is based in Milan, Italy.

Distributed in over 130 countries through branches and distributors in all five continents, 
these products represent quality excellence by virtue of their origins and perfectly interpret 
Italian style worldwide as a synthesis of pleasure, health and well-being. 

Founded in 1899, Sanpellegrino S.p.A. is the leading company in the beverage sector in Italy 
with its range of mineral waters, non-alcoholic aperitifs, drinks and iced teas.

As a major Italian producer of mineral water, it has always been committed to enhancing 
this primary good for the planet and works responsibly and passionately to ensure that this 
resource has a secure future. 

www.sanpellegrino.com

11.5 Sanpellegrino 

http://www.sanpellegrino.com/int/en/default.aspx
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Si14 is a visionary original design and development laboratory for novel technology products 
that enhance the way we live, work and play.

Founded in 2008 and based in Padova, Italy, Si14 turns inspiration into compelling, cutting-
edge products and services that help people connect with their activities and their world, 
empower enterprises in realizing greater efficiencies, improve access to vital health screening 
services for millions worldwide, and much more.

The company’s WearIT Smart Sportswatch will revolutionize how people engage in sports, 
fitness and outdoor recreation, creating the Smart Sporting Experience for sailors, boaters 
and sports activity enthusiasts of all types.

The WearIT Smart Sportswatch… yet one more example of how Si14 is delivering the 
products of tomorrow, today.

www.si14.com

11.6 Si14

http://www.si14.com
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Founded in 1983 by Nerio Alessandri, Technogym is today a leading company in the Wellness 
and Fitness field all over the world. With over 2,200 employees, 14 branches in Europe, 
Americas, Asia, Middle East and Australia, Technogym exports 90% of its production to 100 
countries. More than 65,000 Wellness centres are equipped with Technogym and 100,000 
private homes worldwide.

For over 20 years the company has been actively committed to the promotion of wellness, 
a lifestyle based on regular physical activity, balanced diet and a positive mental attitude. 
Technogym’s innovative vision is based on its unique combination of business and social 
awareness and responsibility.

For many years, all over the world, the most prestigious sports teams have collaborated with 
Technogym for the preparation of their champion athletes.

www.technogym.com

11.7 Technogym

http://www.technogym.com

